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Further vital brain tumour research to be funded
The UK’s largest brain tumour charity, Hampshire-based Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT), has announced its next brain tumour research grant round.
The charity is inviting applications from researchers in the UK for projects costing between £40,000 and £215,000.  Any research across all types of primary brain tumour will be eligible, including fundamental science, translational, population-study, health services and psycho-social / quality 
of life research. 

SDBTT is the only brain tumour charity to be a member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) and applications, assessment and awards will be managed and run through their AMRC-approved grant round process, which includes a robust peer review system.

SDBTT is the largest dedicated funder of brain tumour research and since the charity was founded in 1997 it has funded over 50 world class research projects costing over £7 million.  The cutting edge research is leading to real breakthroughs and tangible outcomes for people with brain tumours.  
Hundreds of thousands of pounds will be invested through this grant round.  A final decision on exactly how much will be awarded with the new grant round will be made based on the funds available in early 2013 and the charity is working hard to raise as much money as possible through initiatives like Brain Tumour Awareness Month in March.  Any contributions towards the research can be made via mydonate.bt.com/charities/sdbtt 
Over 8,500 people are diagnosed with a brain tumour each year and brain tumours are the largest cancer killer of children and adults under 40.  SDBTT needs to raise £2 million per year for its vital work, funding research to find a cure, providing support to give hope and raising awareness to change outcomes. 

Julia Trusler, Head of Research and Policy, said: “Brain tumour research is an extremely underfunded area.  Only 1% of cancer research funding goes on brain tumours in the UK and it is significantly less than for other cancers.  For example, in 2010 £4.2million was invested in brain tumour research yet £32.5million was spent on leukaemia research, despite brain tumours killing more children than leukaemia.  We are pleased that our research programme continues to go from strength to strength with our latest grant round, which will make a real difference to people diagnosed with this devastating disease in the future.”
More information on the charity’s work and details on different ways to donate can be found at www.braintumourtrust.co.uk 
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About Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT), Registered Charity No 1128354
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT) is the leading brain tumour charity in the UK.  It aims 
to make a real and lasting difference for everyone affected by a brain tumour through funding research 
to find a cure, providing support to give hope and raising awareness to make a difference.

SDBTT was established in 1996 by Samantha’s parents, Neil and Angela Dickson, shortly after Samantha died from a brain tumour just before her 17th birthday.  Since then, over £10 million has been raised to fund their work.
Research

SDBTT is the largest dedicated funder of brain tumour research in the UK, spending around £1 million 
per year funding top quality scientific and clinical research into childhood and adult brain tumours.  They are currently funding 20 leading scientists at 10 institutions across the UK, as well as the Samantha Dickson Brain Cancer Unit at UCL Cancer Institute. 

Support

SDBTT runs a dedicated helpline providing compassionate, confidential and accurate support and information for anyone living with, or affected by, brain tumours.  This work is supported by a range of free practical information sheets and resources, a national programme of free-to-attend information and support days across the UK and family days. 

Campaigning and awareness raising 

SDBTT works to raise awareness of brain tumours and campaigns for better outcomes for everyone affected by a brain tumour.  Their current campaign is HeadSmart: be brain tumour aware, which promotes awareness of the signs and symptoms of childhood brain tumours among parents, GPs and other health professionals to make earlier diagnosis of brain tumours a reality for many more of the children and young people who experience them.*  

Brain Tumour facts
· Brain tumours are the biggest cancer killer of children and adults under 40.

· Over 8,500 people are diagnosed each year with a primary brain tumour, including 500 children and young people.  As many brain tumours are not recorded, this figure could be much higher in reality.

· 3,500 people lose their lives to a brain tumour each year.

· Thousands more are diagnosed with a secondary brain tumour.

· Brain tumours are the largest cause of preventable or treatable blindness in children.

· Brain tumours reduce life expectancy by on average 20 years – the highest of any cancer.

· Just 14% of adults survive for five years after diagnosis.
· Childhood brain tumour survivors are 10 times more likely to suffer long term disability than well children.  This accounts for 20,000 additional disabled life years for all the children who are 
diagnosed each year.

· Research offers the only real hope of dramatic improvements in the management of brain tumours, yet of the £420m spent on cancer research in the UK, less than 1% is spent on brain tumour research.

* The HeadSmart campaign is the result of a partnership between Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust (SDBTT), The Health Foundation, the Children’s Brain Tumour Research Centre at Nottingham (CBTRC) and the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH).  It is also supported by the Royal College of GPs.
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